
The Emigration of the Children of John Nihill and Bridget MIllane

John Nihill and Bridget Millane farmed in Cloontra East, Cloontra, Kilseily, Tulla Lower, County
Clare, Ireland and bore 10 children, most of whom emigrated to San Francisco.

John Nihill was born in 1846 in Trough, Cloghera, O'Briensbridge, Tulla Lower, County Clare,
and died 16 Feb 1919 in Cloontra East, Cloontra, Kilseily, Tulla Lower, County Clare, Ireland

Bridget MIllane was born in East Cloontra, in 1844, the daughter of Peter and Mary Millane.
She died in Limerick in 1927.

Peter Nihill (1868 - 1932) was the eldest, and was the second to leave County Clare for
San Francisco. He emigrated in 1893 at the age of 24. He would marry Mary ___, and have only
one son who did not survive infancy. He died in San Francisco in 1932.

Thomas Nihill (1870-1942) did not emigrate until he was 32 and already married to 20
year old Alice Donnelly. They would travel together to San Francisco by way of the port of
Vancouver Canada on the ship, the Canadian Pacific Atlantic. They would go on to have 8
children. He died in San Francisco in 1942.

Mary Nihill (1872-1966) was the first to emigrate. She traveled alone in 1888 to take a
position as a servant in Petaluma, California. She would be a servant for 20 years. Her husband
was also a servant with her at one point, but after they married, Frank Stegaman became a
foreman of a Feed Company, and they would own their own farm in Petaluma, raising 9
children.

James Nihill (1874-1959) was a shoemaker, born Deaf and Dumb. Yet it appears that
he took on his father’s farm until his youngest brother John could take it on. By 1911 census,
James was married to Bridget Tucker and living on his own farm in nearby Derryvinnaan,
Cloontra. They had 5 children, and died in Limerick in 1959. I found it interesting that in 1911,
his brother Michael Nihill, age 40 was supposedly living with the family in Derryvinnaan  ,
identifying himself as a farm servant. I know that Michael Nihill, my great grandfather, had
emigrated in 1898, and by 1911 had started a family in San Francisco and had three kids
already and more on the way, so maybe there was a brief visit to the old country in 1911.

Michael Nihill (1877-1959) traveled to San Francisco to live briefly with his sister
Bridget, who had emigrated 2 years earlier. He later would go on to raise his youngest brother
Cornelius with his own family, who had left home at the age of 4.  Michael married Catherine
Lynch, and they had 6 children. His daughter Mary Nihill Kraut was my grandmother, and her
daughter Karen Kraut Esper is my mother. Michael was known to be a violent drunk and he and
Catherine were divorced for a time around 1930, but by 1940 were reunited. His alcoholism, and
the emigration of his brother Cornelius at age 4, makes me wonder what was happening in the
house in East Cloontra that made all these children flee. I wonder if John Nihil was a violent
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drunk as well, or inflicted some other type of trauma on the family. My grandmother, Michael’s
daughter Mary,  also became an alcoholic, although not violent. Her alcoholism led to the
divorce of my grandparents and she died of a heart attack at an early age.

Bridget Nihill (1879-1958) emigrated to San Francisco on the Majestic to work as a
servant in 1896. She was 17. She traveled with her youngest brother Cornelius, age 4. She
went to work as a housekeeper living in the house of a capitalist at 875 Haight Street. It is not
clear where Corneliusi lived at this time, but by age 7 he was living with his brother Michael, my
grandfather.

Catherine Nihill (1885-1965) stayed in County Clare, living with her parents and later
marrying Michael Halvey. It appears they had no children. She died in Limerick in 1965.

John Nihill (1887-1973) never left County Clare. He married Christina Whellen in 1912
and they went on to have 6 children. He died in Clontra in 1973. It appears likely that he
inherited the family farm in East Cloontra, although I have no documentation of this. Interesting
that in our family it is the second youngest male, who inherited the farm instead of the eldest, as
in most Irish families. They had all fled to San Francisco.

Cornelius NIhil (1890-1964) emigrated to San Francisco with his 17 year old sister
Bridget in 1896. He was 4 years old. There is some documentation that suggests that he may
have returned to Cloontra to live with cousin Jas. Millane then returned again to San Francisco
in 1907. He grew up to become a San Francisco fireman, marry May Murray and have 4
children.

I am interested in visiting my Nihill relatives in County Clare in the near future. I
would be thrilled to receive any information regarding family still living in the

Clontra or Limerick areas.

Thank you,
Annie Scott (Great grand-daughter of Michael NIhill of East Cloontra.)


